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The majority of people in Bangladesh live in rural areas, where problems of poverty,
inequality and illiteracy are very common. Most rural people depend on agriculture for their
livelihood. However, the agricultural sector is beset with multifarious problems such as
prevalence of small landholdings, marginal farming unites or landless farmers, inequality in
landholding distribution and income, unemployment and lack of education. Human resource
development carries a special significance in the rural development sector because
Bangladesh is predominantly rural and about 70 % of the rural population is illiterate. In
addition, poor farmers in rural Bangladesh, including women in poor households, suffer from
limited income. They can neither get suffient income from agricultural work nor find
secondary employment opportunities. Nearly 50 percent of the rural people in Bangladesh
live below the poverty line, and about 80 percent are landless or marginal farmers.

Growing attention has been paid in Bangladesh to poverty reduction and rural
development programs over the past two and half decades. However, within the existing
framework, rural development policies and current administration patterns have been
unable to significantly benefit the target population. The problems with the socio-economic

milieu have prompted policy makers to take up specific rural development programs to
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improve the quality of life of the vast majority of rural poor who have not benefited from the
general development programs.

In light of the above, this study emphasizes poverty alleviation and education. These
are the key factors for rural development in Bangladesh. Moreover, it seems useful to
examine the dimension of rural poverty, and the role of government in Bangladesh. The
present study is divided into five chapters:

Chapter 1 covers the significance and objectives of this study.

Chapter 2 examines the poverty rates and conditions in rural Bangladesh. It is important to address
conditions leading to poverty in rural areas, to increase the attention paid to the poor in development policy
and action. Over 80 percent of Bangladesh’s population lives in rural areas, where poverty is a very
common. The study examines the poverty conditions in rural Bangladesh from 1974 to 1999. It shows
that the incidence of poverty is clearly higher in rural areas than in urban areas, and also that poverty lines
vary from region to region. This study also addresses the various definitions and measures of poverty.
Without an appropriate measure, it is difficult to determine the intensity of efforts needed to alleviate
poverty.

Chapter 3 describes a study undertaken in an agricultural village in Bangladesh. It was undertaken in
Mohammadpur Village within the Sadar Thana (sub-district) of the Brahmanbaria District, and evaluates
* the impacts of land ownership, income and education in the agricultural sector of Bangladesh. Analysis of
data collected at household level in Mohammadpur village identifies that inequality and illiteracy constrain
agricultural development. To measure comparative inequality, the Lorenz curve and Gini coefficient
methods are used. Regression analysis tests the true significance of the statistical results. The incidence of
poverty is closely associated with illiteracy and inequality. Therefore, to reduce inequality and illiteracy, the
position of poor farmers must be strengthened through land reforms, literacy programs, agricultural support
services, and income generating programs. Land reform is the first condition for agricultural development
in Bangladesh, and education is the key to ensuring social and economic progress. Moreover, education is
essential for acquiring knowledge, skill, and human capital and for raising the level of awareness of the
masses about their environment.

Chapter 4 addresses the impact of education and gender dimension in rural Bangladesh. Education is
an important factor in enabling individuals to access economic resources for development. With the help of
education, both formal and non-formal, people can be empowered to become active partners in
development. Coversely, gender is the term used to describe the social differentiation. Being a male or a
female means facing different and well-defined social expectations about appearance, personal qualities,
behavior and work. The goal of rural development is to increase the well-being and opportunities for the
population in rural areas. This must include women as well as men. It is axiomatic that sustainable
economic growth and development can only be achieved through equal participation advancement of both

women and men.
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Chapter 5 describes observational research undertaken to demonstrate the evolution of
poverty reduction and rural development policy in Bangladesh. Government agencies in
Bangladesh such as BARD, BRDB and Grammen Bank have carried out successful extension
activities over a period of time with well-designed development models and higher potential
for better delivery of services. Although government and government agencies are playing an
important complementary role in the poverty reduction and rural development sector, their
contributions are not totally positive. Therefore, to improve the effectiveness of rural
development and poverty reduction strategies, observational research study was conducted.
Moreover, the study examined the administrative pattern and role of government through
comparisons with the role of NGOs. This study also identifies some weaknesses of
government and suggests potential areas for improving delivery of effective - rural

development in Bangladesh.
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