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Even though there are abundant natural resources and better social development indices, the Kerala
state in India has been struggling to regain the lost functionalities of rice fields and rice farmers in the
overall social and economic development, as well as, in the maintenance of ecological balance. A group
farming scheme introduced in 1989 to overcome the persistent problems in rice production, and thus to
streamline rice production as an economically sustainable farming activity, could not bring the desired
results. However, at the last as awaited, a bunch ofbhopes has come to the minds of rice farmers with the
successful innovation of the Concept of “Group Approach for Locally Adapted and Sustainable
Agriculture” (Galasa) since 1998. As there were no systematically explored informaﬁon, so far, on the
degree of success of Galasa with respect to its economic performance, efficiency, social and economic
usefulness and future challenges, an empirical study was initiated into manifold dimensions of Galasa with

special thrust on its economic effectiveness.

Total sample respondents for the study was 240, consisting of 180 farmers, 30 farmer group leaders and
30 officials and scientists. The basic approach of analysis was to expose performance, efficiency and
impact of Galasa in comparison with conventional type agriculture (Non-Galasa). While secondary data
used in the analysis covered a hélf—century period (1951-2004), primary data mainly represented the crop
years 1995-96 and 2002-03. Major measurement methods included stochastic frontier analysis, Data
Envelopment Analysis, Cobb-Douglas cost function, and truncated regression analysis. The study

confirmed that Galasa is an innovative agricultural production approach that integrates scientific agronomic
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practices and group based endeavours in an effective manner. Galasa, the successor of previously failed
group farming. scheme by absorbing its prevailing organisational merits, could overcome the basic
problems in rice productidn by transforming it as an economically sustainable endeavour. By securing huge:
economies of scale, and outstanding efficiency scores in all estimates of cost, technical, scale and allocative
efficiencies, Galasa exemplifies the characteristics of a technologically sound, cost effective and
~ operationally efficient agricultural production practice. Among other things, the most important
contributing factor to the cost efficiency and profitability of Galasa is the higher proportion of organic
manure in its input portfolio. The exceptionally good economies of scale and the existing ‘increasing
returns to scale’ features indicate the amazing economic possibilities of Galasa as a sustainable production

practice.

Securing considerably lower production cost and higher prdfit'cost ratio; Galasa hélps
farmers to double their profit relative to Non-Galasa in Palakkad district, and offers four
times improvement in profit compared to state level performance. Galasa has the capacity td
provide regular employment to 10% of the total agricultural workforce in the state and to
lead the state into half-way to self-sufficiency by satisfying 51% of the demand for staple food.
Galasa, which insists organic farming, can also contribute significantly tb environmental
sustainability. The Government of Kerala has to propagate Galasa throughout the state.
With its state-wide replication, Galasa could be an effective weépon in the fight against
~ foodgrain deficiency, ‘unemployment, and environmental degiadation. The study
recommended “international development assistance” as a realistic strategy to promote
Galasa. In this direction, a blueprint for Galasa extension functions under the organisation

of Kerala Galasa Extension Project (KGEP) was also drawn
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BN L THRICHE 2 ZEESERINTWAICLED LT, AR ORSRE Y HitMk
BISHERSICBT A E LV EBEMARRER LEOEAMRBED— DL k- T3, 4V B
3 RNRSRE L AROMEIR BEHMOREI L > THEINDILOLELBNT VWS, 1
¥ KO Kerala MIZGIFHIZEETERERE . RIFTHMAREIRIDH D0, Kerala Mid
Ham, BEOBREORLLT. KELMERERINE TR L > TELRELROVETZ LT
BRSNS Y A LBE L Do b B, MEI ST 5 RERREITHAT 5z, 1989 2174
B, BFNBERE Y L OREL 4B T 2EMTEASNZI V-7 7 7 — 3 v 7 iHER,
UHLE LWERE LT I LB TERD 7225 1998 SFLSE, "HUREAH - REHBED
DI N—T770—F" W 2 EFH Galasa ¥ 2T LHMIERFKICEAEN D I LIZ &
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> T, BELHEH - BENLERE. IRELSBEIZLLEINDZ LIk

KHiE. Galasa Y AT LRV RY T 4 v 7 CHBEHL LS ERSA BN T L SRS,
Galasa ¥ X 7 L DL HEIZ B S < BN R E P LITEBRIME L L THERREEZ T LD T
W3, | |

Wz B B9~ FEKIE 240 T, ZOHD 180 BBRE T30 BF/NV—FY—F—, BOD 30

"i’%ﬁ - BEEISESTED, SWoEARYHZENE, BT EXE (Non-Galasa) & Hh~N7z#;
&0 Galasa & 27 LOWET, Bk, HEEBENLT ST LITB B, —F HFIER LI
RT—F3% 50 FE2HN—LTED (1951-2004), —k 7 — ¥ ik, fEM D 1995-1996, 2002-2003
DPEDT -9 Th b,

RISNTEAT, BHEEHOTL6EILEBRINTWS,

B2ETI, BES50EMIZBIT25 — 57L%OL\TKEE@F%E’J*ELOLVCJ?E’\ Kerala
M DTRIE D BRI RILI T > R BR AR L. - ORI EZET 5FRE L TR Galasa
VAT LDEAEZIN, BEIPHEDLNTWAEI EEBRRT WS,

BBI3ETIE, Galasa Y AT L2ERT BN —T7 7 —3I v 7DD - kAR, £ER
AEH SBREL TV 5, R LTRRR /v~ FEREE L CBEQHBIMEE ML THY,
Galasa ¥ A7 LDEINE, FNV—T7 7 =3IV 7 REHAKED. HEHEREZLZ5LTY
LEREE X D, Galasa YR AIBRXBEOTMD SN —TT7 7 — I v/ HEMSHEREL T
BH, ZOMBES S FERROI:ODFE2 L ERZRNT 5212 & > THRIZRT HLDL
o TW3,

BA4ETIE, Galasa VX7 LB BHRMORFEM,L I X MHIRIZDOWT, BEIOVT 4T
¥, DEA A, 27— ¥ /S 2B BHBHREYRELTOMERBELTCWS, Z 2T, Galasa
VAT LARBEBOBEFRL 02 L 0N, RENTREOHEIZE L CEE - EEREALE
BIBILicd - T, Btz OBRBHREETS 52 L b, B - PROBEEED
B S B ERATEL TS, E—7F. Galasa ¥ X5 AQBAMEL WS R LELE LT
WHERE L T BRAER-E,rS. BRAT IAHEHESIEMCENI EBRENTEY,
Galasa ¥ 27 LD BIFHEBOMEFE L FEITE RS0l KiZ., BROBEL LTO
Galasa ¥ 27 L DHET REFAER L LTREN TV S,

M 5ETIL, Galasa ¥ 27 L4, MHNITEVVAERE T 2 b & EVIEE - EFH*UA%?%’C\Né#
Palakkad #K iz B 2ETBERERT 2EZOFREBFIZLZ5L. MULVOEERENICHK
CRTAEOFIEEHRELTVA I L FRENT WS, Tz, Galasa ¥ 27 L, MOBRBEYSE
IO IR BEDERAEZBRINT 268158 E, 0 OEELRNBED I % 2T LT, oA
BERDEDNBEIZET, NOEENEEDEEIEFLTVE I EIRENTV S,

BEETIHULEDELDHFBRENTEY, AEESITS Galasa ¥ 27 L2, FHARED
HERICERATH D, K< Galasa ¥ X7 Ak, BEBEHILPRE, BYHTRREVOEEIIH L TR
BRFBRIZE D ZEXBRENTWS,

LAk, KX TIE Galasa ¥ X 7 413 Keral a)IIL}QCT%;E%‘?E’JfJEE/XTA“C%V) RED
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R, RBEMORL, FHHOBRNEOHRIFHERI YT + ToH. DEA £, 274
75 ZHBRABMEZREL TONBREN TV S, KRXTRENZOIMFE, B,

ENHER, 4% Y FTHERBEEEY 27 AXHET 5 LCRO CEATHS 2 & L
WrEns, '
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