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Abstract — The present range of distribution of an exotic spider Badumna insignis (Araneae: Desidae) in
Tottori Prefecture, Honshu, Japan, where the species has recently settled, was surveyed. In addition to a
part of the urban area of Tottori City, the spider was also found from Kurayoshi City and its vicinities along
Route 9 west to Kotoura-cho. In Tottori City, the rage was limited to an area of ca. 5 km radius, indicating
the species range is in the process of expanding. Density of the spiders is extraordinarily high (usually
more than 20 per 10 m long of bridge balustrades, or guard rails along roads) everywhere in the area set-
tled. It was found that invasion of the spider in Kurayoshi City dates back to 1993 at least.
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Fig. 1. Badumna insignis, female. Takeda Bridge, Kurayoshi

City.
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Fig. 2. A web of Badumna insignis, Ogamo Bridge, Kurayoshi
City.
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Fig. 3. Distribution of Badummna insignis in Tottori Prefecture

in 2008-2009. Solid circle = present, Open circle = absent.

Two areas encircled by rectangles correspond to Figs. 4 (a

right rectangle) and 5 (left).
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Fig. 4. Distribution of Badumna insignis in a part of Tottori
City in 2008. Solid circle = present, Open circle = absent.
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Fig. 5. Distribution of Badumna insignis in Kurayoshi City in
2008-2009. Solid circle = present, Open circle = absent.
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AL DZAL. spiders commonly referred to the species Iveuticus
Fig. 6. Number of spiders in each 10 m segment in various candidus (L. Koch) with notes on the genera
sites along the Route 9. Note that the spiders are rather con- Phyryganoporus, Ixeuticus and Badumna (Araneae, Am-
stantly abundant in areas populated. aurobioidea). Proc. Linn. Soc. N. S. W., 106: 247-161.
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Fig. 7. Representative web-building spiders in a site heavily populated by Badumna insignis (left: Otsuka Bridge, Tenjin River,
Kurayoshi City) and the sites lacking B. insignis (Koitani Bridge and Kajika Bridge of Misasa River, Misasa Town). Bridges
populated by B. insignis (left) are usually devoid of orb-webs constructed by araneid spiders such as Neoscona nautica (L. Koch
1875) (upper right) or funnel webs of Agelena silvatica Oliger 1983 (Agelenidae) (lower right).
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